
 

 

COMMISSION MINUTES 

January 25, 2021 

 

Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this twenty-fifth 

day of January, 2021.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Scott Johnson, Garth 

‘Tooter’ Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier County Administration 

Building, 250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven Wall, and Executive Director Malcolm 

Nash were also present. 

 

Commission Business: 

Commissioner Brown updated the Commission on the current CoVid information, and noted that the 

current vaccinations in our area are being allocated for those that are over 70 years old.   He indicated that 

the current count of active cases is 143. 

 

Commissioner Ogden reported that the Commissioners and Malcolm Nash had traveled to visit a meat 

packing plant in northern Utah anticipating the move of Smith’s Meat from Salt Lake County to the 

Richfield area.  He reported that he stopped and met with the Smith Family, and they are continuing 

forward with the worker’s housing project as well as the plant. 

 

He then gave an update on the Monroe Mountain working group, who is working with several 

environmental groups who are pushing their own agenda as the group completes their study on the 

grazing in that area. 

 

Minutes of January 11th Commission Meeting approved: 

Minutes of the January 11th Commission Meeting were then reviewed and approved on a motion by 

Commissioner Brown, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Commission denies request to surplus parcels 3-192C-56 and 3-192D-57: 

The Commission then reviewed a request from Sylvia Reveles to purchase parcels 3-192D-56 and 3-

192D-57 in the Elsinore Addition area.  The Commission indicated they are still looking at other options 

they have for the property in that area, and they are not, at this time, willing to put those properties on the 

market.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to deny the request at this time, second 

Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Amended Policy on Coronavirus Paid Leave adopted: 

Executive Director Malcolm Nash then reviewed the amended Policy Addendum 10D – Coronavirus Paid 

Leave Extended with the Commission, noting that there was grant money to provide paid leave prior to 

January 1st.  He said that there are still active cases throughout the County, including employees, and the 

amended policy would extend the benefit to employees through June 30, 2021 with some restrictions to 

provide CoVid time off without affecting PTO if an employee does contract CoVid.  The benefit would 

only apply if employees have not already used the CoVid leave.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown 

moved to approve the changes to the CoVid leave policy, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Amendment for County Employees 401(K) Plan approved to update trustees: 

The Commission then reviewed a request from the HR Department to amend the Sevier County 

Employee’s 401(K) Plan to change the individual trustees to remove LeighAnn Wheeler’s name and add 

Craig Lynn Blake’s name as a Trustee because Ms. Wheeler is retiring and leaving the County.  After 

discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the change to the 401(K) plan as requested, second 

Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 
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Items declared surplus, authorized for disposal: 

The Commission then reviewed a list of surplus items to clean up the fixed asset list, as well as items that 

are broken or unusable with a few that can be stored for a future sale.  After discussion, Commissioner 

Johnson moved to declare the items as surplus and authorize them for disposal as indicated, second 

Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Update and PILT Monies received from Division of Wildlife Resources: 

Kevin  Bunnel and Kendall Bagley, representing the Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR), met with the 

Commission to discuss the change in the division, as well as present them with a check in the amount of 

$1,410.05 for payment in lieu of taxes for property owned by the Division.  Mr. Bunnel reported that the 

director of the DWR had retired in December, that currently Rory Reynolds is interim Director.  He also 

reported that Seth Decker from our area has been moved to an investigator, so they will be looking to hire 

another sergeant to replace Mr. Decker.  He then discussed their concerns with the current water situation 

and the lack of rain and snow that we are receiving, and how it will affect the wildlife.  He said they will 

make some adjustments to their hunting program to alleviate some of those concerns.   Mr. Bagley then 

updated the Commission on the current projects they are working on throughout the area improving the 

wildlife habitat, etc.  The Commission thanked them for the work they are doing, as well as the check 

they had submitted. 

 

Public Hearing set for Zone Change Request: 

The Commission then reviewed a request for a zone change from agriculture to commercial along 

Highway 89 at milepost 185.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to set a date of February 22, 

2021 at 1:50 p.m. to consider the zone change, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

MOU with Forest Service for Cooperating Agency Status approved: 

The Commission then reviewed a Memorandum of Understanding between Sevier County and the USDA 

Forest Service Fishlake National Forest which would establish the County as a cooperating agency 

allowing the Commission to be part of the discussions on the grazing allotments in six areas located in 

Sevier and Piute Counties while the Forest Service goes through the EIS process.  After review and 

discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding, second 

Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Board of Equalization: 

At 1:59 p.m. Commissioner Ogden then moved to recess the regular Commission Meeting and enter 

Board of Equalization, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

The Commission then reviewed a request from Lyn Christensen and Rick Nelson on behalf of the Salina 

Land and Grazing Association to re-establish Parcel 4-70-1 on greenbelt status.  Mr. Christensen gave the 

Commissioners an update on the history of the property, noting that several years ago in 1972 the 

property owner at that time allowed the Sheriff and Jeep Posse to establish a pistol range on the property 

that is still in use.  Due to a recent change in ownership they received a request from the Assessor’s 

Office to submit a greenbelt application, which has not been submitted, resulting in the greenbelt status 

being removed.  Discussion followed concerning the difficulty in getting all of the owners to sign the new 

greenbelt application as two of the ten were difficult to find and they had been unable to get signatures at 

this time, and what they could do to qualify the property for greenbelt as it does not currently qualify.  

Further Discussion then followed concerning the greenbelt rollback taxes and whether they could be 

abated.  The Commission indicated they would have to follow State law to re-establish the property in a 

greenbelt status and the rollback taxes would need to be paid.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson 
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moved to deny the request to re-establish the property in greenbelt until they get everything in order, 

second Commissioner Ogden, unanimous. 

 

At 2:14 p.m. the regular meeting then resumed. 

 

Indigent Burial request denied: 

The Commission then reviewed a request they had heard at the last meeting from Springer Turner Funeral 

Home for help with cremation expenses for Patricia Wheatley.  Commissioner Ogden said that there had 

been an investigation done through the County Attorney’s Office, which indicated the family has the 

ability to pay the expenses.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to deny the request for the 

indigent burial expense help, second Commissioner   Brown, unanimous.  

 

Proposed amendment to Sevier River RV Park Planned Unit Development permit denied: 

The Commission then reviewed the request from the Sevier River RV Park LLC to amend their Planned 

Unit Development permit to allow 30 spaces to have extended stays of up to 290 days.  The Commission 

said they had some legal review of the application based on concerns expressed by the County Attorney 

and the UCIP Attorney including the temporary nature of an RV park, that if extended stays were 

permitted it would be akin to a residential development and additional government services would be 

provided without collecting additional taxes to pay for those services, that the current water system of the 

RV Park could not handle the increased usage, and that the Commission is tasked with protecting the 

community health, safety, and welfare.   After review and discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to 

deny the request to authorize up to 30 spaces to have extended stays over 90 days for the Sevier River RV 

Park, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 2:18 p.m. 


